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highlights of laMbda legal’s recent work around the country

on the docket // in the fieLd
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hawaii

B&B & BIAS
Imagine booking a Hawaii trip and being turned 
away because you’re lesbians. 

It happened to Diane Cervelli and Taeko Buford, 
a California couple who were planning a trip to 
Honolulu to be near a friend who had just given birth. 
The friend suggested nearby lodging, the Aloha Bed 
& Breakfast. Cervelli called to make a reservation, 
and when she provided the names of who would be 
staying in the room, the business owner asked if they 
were lesbians. Cervelli answered truthfully, and the 
owner refused to rent the room.

“In my past experiences in Hawaii, people have 
been so friendly,” Cervelli told the Associated Press. 
“It was just hurtful. It made me feel we weren’t  
good enough.”

Lambda Legal is suing Aloha Bed & Breakfast 
on the couple’s behalf, claiming it violated Hawaii’s 
public accommodation law, which prohibits 
discrimination based on sexual orientation. In 
addition, the Hawaii Civil Rights Commission has 
moved to join the lawsuit in order to protect and 
enforce the state antidiscrimination law. The B&B is represented by the antigay legal group Alliance Defense Fund.

“When you open the doors of your business to the public, Hawaii law absolutely forbids you from discriminating against your customers,” said Lambda 
Legal Staff Attorney Peter Renn. “You can’t roll up the welcome mat when you see a lesbian or gay couple, just as you can’t refuse to do business with Jewish 
customers, African-American customers, or disabled customers.”

FINd OUT WhAT ThE lAW IS IN yOUR STATE
go to www.lambdalegal.org/states-regions 

buford and cervelli, rejected by a bed-and-breakfast owner, are fighting back.

marYLand

ROAd TO EqUAlITy
A string of recent victories in Maryland is helping the state edge closer to 
full legal recognition of the marriages of same-sex couples. 

Lambda Legal represented Margaret Selby and Juanika Ballard, two 
Baltimore County police officers who were denied health benefits for 
their same-sex spouses. In November, an arbitrator ruled that the county 
violated the terms of their union contract by denying benefits.

Previously, Lambda Legal had represented Stacy Pipkin, an 
administrator with Anne Arundel County Public Schools  who sought 
health coverage for her wife and was turned down. Following a complaint 
on Pipkin’s behalf to the Maryland Commission on Human Relations, 
the school system changed its policy last July and made spousal benefits 
available to same-sex couples.

On the heels of these victories, Baltimore County announced that 
beginning January 2012 it would extend spousal benefits to all married 
county employees on an equal basis.

“Sometimes, getting a fair deal for a couple of people opens the door to 
justice for many more,” said Susan Sommer, Lambda Legal’s Director of 
Constitutional Litigation.
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LAmbdA LegAL 
honors 
AmericAn 
AirLines
in recognition for their valued 
support and leadership in 
advancing Lgbt rights, 
Lambda Legal is pleased to 
present american airlines 
with a national Liberty award 
at our annual gala dinner on 
may 7th, 2012 at new york 
city’s chelsea Piers.  american 
airlines, the official airline of 
Lambda Legal, has been a 
pioneer in progressive values 
regarding the Lgbt community 
for nearly two decades.  the 
first major airline to implement 
same-sex domestic partner 
benefits as well as the first 
to introduce protections 
for sexual orientation and 
gender identity to their 
workplace nondiscrimination 
policies, american airlines 
is approaching their 9th 
anniversary as a national 
sponsor of Lambda Legal.

betty young, manager of 
diversity markets for american 
airlines, said: “We are honored 
to receive the national Liberty 
award from one of our nation’s 
strongest advocates for equal 
rights. We will keep working 
every day to deserve this 
recognition.”  

For more information  
on american’s commitment  
to diversity, visit  
AA.com/diversity
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hiV & heaLth care fairness

TREATMENT 
plAN
As the U.S. Supreme Court 
prepares to hear challenges to the 
health care reform law, Lambda 
Legal weighed in by explaining 
to the Court how the legislation 
helps correct many of the failures 
in the current health care system 
for people living with HIV. 

Congress enacted the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) in 2010, bringing critical reforms to the private health insurance industry and expanding 
access to health insurance for millions of Americans. Challenges to this landmark law’s constitutionality 
immediately were filed in federal courts. 

Lambda Legal, with co-counsel Ropes & Gray, filed a friend-of-the-court brief on behalf of 16 
national HIV advocacy organizations. The brief supports the Obama administration’s position regarding 
what is perhaps the ACA’s most contentious feature, the minimum coverage requirement (also known as 
the individual mandate). Lambda Legal attorneys have an answer for those who question whether the 
government can require people without health insurance to purchase it: 

“The ACA’s interconnected reforms—including expanded Medicaid coverage, elimination of 
pre-existing condition exclusions, and the minimum coverage requirement—are a proper exercise of 
Congress’s power to address a broken national health care finance system,” said Susan Sommer, Lambda 
Legal’s Director of Constitutional Litigation.  

Better access to care leads to higher levels of HIV testing and prevention. After Massachusetts enacted 
health care reform in 2006 similar to that subsequently enacted nationally, the HIV transmission rate 
dropped 37%, while the national rate rose 8%. In Florida, which is challenging the ACA, 21% are 
uninsured, compared with 5.6% in Massachusetts. And Florida’s HIV infection rate is five times that of 
Massachusetts and the highest in the nation. 

“The reforms of the ACA are a crucial bridge between the current state of the domestic epidemic and 
a future free from AIDS,” said Lambda Legal HIV Project Director Scott Schoettes.

The Court is scheduled to hear oral argument in March.

in memoriam

dR. ROBERT FRANkE 
(1933–2011)
Lambda Legal mourns the passing of Dr. Robert 
Franke, plaintiff in our 2009 lawsuit against an 
Arkansas assisted living facility that evicted him 
when staff found out he had HIV. The case was 
settled in 2010.

A Unitarian-Universalist minister and retired 
university provost, Dr. Franke was recognized 
for his contributions in the battle against HIV 
stigma and discrimination at a 2010 White House 
conference on HIV and aging.

“Dr. Franke was an educator through and 
through,” said Scott Schoettes, Lambda Legal HIV 

Project Director. “He never had any desire to draw attention to himself—or his medical condition—but 
he was willing to do whatever was necessary to make his terrible experience a ‘teachable moment,’ to 
help ensure that no other senior living with HIV suffered the kind of discrimination he did.”

more access to health care is needed in the fight against hiV.

franke with daughter sara bowling franke.

www.lambdalegal.org


