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 1 P R O C E E D I N G S

 2 (WHEREUPON, Court was called to order at 10:12 a.m.)

 3 THE COURT:  This is the petition of Rebeccah 

 4 Elizabeth Feldhaus for a change of name.

 5 Mr. Hunter.

 6 MR. HUNTER:  Thank you, Your Honor.

 7 We have a couple of things.  We have an affidavit 

 8 from an expert witness.  We would like to submit this to 

 9 the Court.  

10 THE COURT:  File it with the court reporter.

11 MR. HUNTER:  Thank you, Judge.

12 THE COURT:  We'll mark that as P-1.

13 I don't know what it says, but I'll admit it.

14 (WHEREUPON, Petitioner's Exhibit 1 was admitted into 

15 evidence.)

16 MR. HUNTER:  I would like to call Sergeant Feldhaus 

17 to the stand.

18 THE COURT:  All right.

19 Raise your right hand.

20 (WHEREUPON, the Rebeccah Elizabeth Feldhaus was duly sworn 

21 by the Court.)

22 THE COURT:  You can testify from there.  Just speak 

23 loudly.

24 //

25 //
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 1 DIRECT EXAMINATION

 2 BY MR. HUNTER:

 3 Q. State your current name for the Court.

 4 A. My current name is Rebeccah Elizabeth Feldhaus.

 5 Q. Where are you employed?

 6 A. I'm employed to the U. S. Army Reserve and the Singh 

 7 Investment Group.

 8 Q. What you do with the Army Reserve?

 9 A. I'm a Signal assistant support analyst?

10 Q. What's your rank?

11 A. E-5, sergeant.

12 Q. Did you run a credit report?

13 A. Yes, sir.

14 Q. What is your credit report -- what is your credit 

15 rating?

16 A. 732.

17 Q. Are you behind on any of your accounts?

18 A. No, sir.

19 Q. Are you trying to defraud any creditors?

20 A. No, sir.

21 Q. What is the name that you wish to be changed to?

22 A. Rowan Elijah Feldhaus.

23 Q. Did you do some research on this name change?

24 A. Yes, sir.

25 Q. Where did you do this research?
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 1 A. I went to the bookstore and, also, I went online.

 2 Q. Do you know the website that you went to?

 3 A. I can't recall.

 4 Q. If I show you this paper, would that refresh your 

 5 memory?

 6 A. Yes, sir.

 7 Q. Okay.  What's the name of the website?

 8 A. It is namemeaning.com.

 9 Q. Did you do this in preparation of selecting the name?

10 A. Yes, sir.

11 Q. When you went to that website, did you find that it 

12 was probably equally -- how did you find the percentage of the 

13 name Rowan as a name for boys and girls?

14 A. I just did a name search and it came up as 

15 gender-neutral.  It showed the statistics of how popular it was 

16 for both, among female and male.  In the 1950's, it was more 

17 popular among men than it was -- I mean, it was more popular 

18 among females than it was men.  

19 Q. According to the Social Security Administration, is 

20 it probably equally used as a male and female name?

21 A. Yes, sir.

22 THE COURT:  Who's that?

23 MR. HUNTER:  The Social Security Administration.

24 THE COURT:  How did we go from that website to the 

25 Social Security Administration?
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 1 MR. HUNTER:  In that website, she was just --

 2 THE PETITIONER:  He.

 3 MR. HUNTER:  Okay.

 4 BY MR. HUNTER:

 5 Q. At this website, did it indicate that to you?

 6 A. Yes, sir.

 7 Q. And what was the website?

 8 A. The website?  The namemeaning.com.

 9 Q. In that record -- in that website, did it indicate 

10 the popularity of the name of Rowan?

11 A. Yes, sir.

12 Q. Okay.

13 A. And it had a statistical reference from Social 

14 Security [sic], I believe.

15 Q. Administration?

16 A. Yeah.

17 Q. Are you seeing a therapist?

18 A. I am.

19 Q. What are you seeing a therapist for?

20 A. Gender dysphoria?

21 Q. Would you tell the Court about that.

22 A. Gender dysphoria is a diagnosis they give to people 

23 who don't identify as their sex assigned at birth.  It is a 

24 psychological diagnosis that, like I said, is used to diagnose 

25 people who don't conform with their sex assigned at birth.
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 1 Q. So you're seeing a therapist?

 2 A. Yes, sir.

 3 Q. Did she prepare an affidavit in support of your --

 4 A. She did.

 5 Q. Have you talked to her about your name change?

 6 A. I have.  When I first met her, she asked me if there 

 7 was any preferred name that I would like to go by and I told 

 8 her that it would be Rowan.  She identified me as such from 

 9 thereon.  And then I told her about the conflict I had with 

10 changing my name.

11 Q. Did she recommended to you that your name be changed?

12 A. Yes, she did, on the basis that it is crucial to 

13 people who have -- are diagnosed with gender dysphoria and that 

14 don't identify with the sex they are -- the sex that they don't 

15 identify with at birth.  

16 She said that it is dangerous for me to have a female 

17 sounding because it could be a potential hazard for people who 

18 look at my ID: potential employers and people -- potential 

19 lessors, and anybody that looks at my ID.

20 Q. Are you also taking medical therapy?

21 A. I am taking hormone replacement therapy with 

22 testosterone shots.

23 Q. Have you ever been charged with a crime?

24 A. No, sir.

25 Q. Do you have any criminal history, beyond traffic 
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 1 violation or anything like that?

 2 A. No, sir.

 3 Q. Are you asking the Court to change your name --

 4 A. Yes, sir.

 5 Q. -- to Rowan Elijah Feldhaus?

 6 A. Yes, sir.

 7 MR. HUNTER:  I have no further questions, Your Honor.

 8 THE COURT:  What's that affidavit going to tell me?

 9 MR. HUNTER:  That affidavit is basically going to say 

10 that the therapist recommends that the name change is part 

11 of the therapy and she's been diagnosed with the dysphoria 

12 and that that's part of the recommended treatment plan.

13 THE COURT:  Okay.

14 And what was the percentage on the use of Rowan?  

15 Just tell me.

16 MR. HUNTER:  It looks like --

17 THE COURT:  You testify about it.

18 We sort of jumped from the document into the Social 

19 Security Administration to something else.

20 THE PETITIONER:  The website has statistical 

21 references for the Social Security Administration of the 

22 United States showing that both -- among female and male, 

23 that is both equally distributed.

24 THE COURT:  Now?

25 THE PETITIONER:  Yes.  There is a spike after 2010 
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 1 that shows that they are within the same --

 2 THE COURT:  I'm sorry.  Because of the door, I didn't 

 3 hear what you said.

 4 But what was it about a spike?  You said --

 5 THE PETITIONER:  There was a spike after -- it looks 

 6 like after 2005 that has become popular about both female 

 7 and male names.

 8 THE COURT:  Well, is there a -- does it tell me or 

 9 tell you what the percentages are today or sometime in the 

10 recent, within the last five years?

11 THE PETITIONER:  I could calculate a percentage, 

12 yeah.  It just has the popularity chart.  It's a point 

13 graph chart.

14 MR. HUNTER:  It tells how many people in a year are 

15 named this and how many people are -- as a male and how 

16 many as a female.

17 THE COURT:  Well, how many?

18 MR. HUNTER:  I was just pointing that out, Judge.  I 

19 can --

20 THE PETITIONER:  2015, 700 are popular among girls 

21 and close to 1,250 for males.

22 THE COURT:  All right.

23 Anything else?

24 MR. HUNTER:  No, Your Honor.

25 //
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 1 RULING BY THE COURT

 2 THE COURT:  I think that Mr. Hunter knows my position 

 3 on name changes like this and I know he has related it to 

 4 you because y'all came in today prepared to make a case.

 5 You've made your case with regard to the name Rowan.  

 6 But to change your name from Rebeccah Elizabeth to Rowan 

 7 Elijah, I am not going to do that.  You're thin on Rowan, 

 8 but you made your case, so I am going to accept that.  But 

 9 you've got to find something else that's gender-neutral.

10 Here's my position, and I'm putting it on the record 

11 so, if this case gets appealed, the appellate court knows 

12 exactly what I think.  

13 I do not approve of changing names from male to 

14 female -- male names to obvious female names, and vice 

15 versa.  I think that it is misleading to the public.  I 

16 think that it is dangerous in some circumstances for    

17 one -- for the public not to know whether they're dealing 

18 with a male or female.  

19 You have not said that you were born anything other 

20 than a normal -- sexually normal female; not that I would 

21 let that sway my opinion one way or the other, but I have 

22 never had anyone in my court that had a physical 

23 abnormality that I had to deal with in a situation like 

24 this.  

25 But I am convinced that the legislature gave the 
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 1 superior court the discretion to approve name changes and 

 2 disapprove name changes.  I disapproved one last week that 

 3 didn't have anything to do with the issue that we have 

 4 before us today.  But I think it would have been 

 5 misleading to the public and I think the guy was trying to 

 6 be smart.  I think he was trying to be smart.  And I would 

 7 not allow one part of the name change that he wanted to 

 8 make.  But he was happy when we left court.  He still got 

 9 his last name changed.  Well, actually, his whole name was 

10 changed, if you want to know the truth.

11 In any event, you brought up -- I believe you brought 

12 up the issue that -- the reason that I will allow a name 

13 change to something that I find to be         

14 significantly -- significant enough to be gender-neutral 

15 is not for your benefit.  You are a collateral beneficiary 

16 of the reason I do it.  

17 The reason I do it is because of the people that have 

18 to look at your ID, the people that have to look at your 

19 name, the people that have look at you and say, what's 

20 going on here, the 17-year-old kid who's ringing you up at 

21 the grocery store and when you want to cash a check, or 

22 whatever it is, and you produce a credit card or an ID 

23 that is obviously inconsistent with your appearance and he 

24 or she doesn't know what to do.  

25 I do it for the -- almost contrary to my position 
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 1 that it has confusing to the general public, I will allow 

 2 a gender-neutral name change that will benefit the general 

 3 public because I don't want them to have to go through the 

 4 embarrassing issue of trying to figure out what to do with 

 5 you when you present, in your appearance today, with a 

 6 female name, particularly if you had on a uniform and you 

 7 were dressed like a man.  You would pass as male.  

 8 I have other reasons.  I have reasons that relate to 

 9 impure motives that some people have in changing their 

10 identity so that they will have access to public 

11 facilities that they would not otherwise have access to.

12 But I will not -- I am not going to change your name 

13 to Rowan Elijah.  You've got to come up with something 

14 else.  I'll take Rowan.  And it's thin on that.  But I 

15 agree that it is -- that it could be -- I would always 

16 assume it to be male, but you've made your point.  I mean, 

17 if seven against 12 are female, then that's close.  It's 

18 similar to other such names.  I'm not talking about names 

19 like Bobby or whatever that are commonly -- maybe Shawn or 

20 some other name that is commonly given male or female.

21 There are more today than there were 50 years ago 

22 that are -- Morgan is an acceptable female name today.  

23 You would have never -- 50 years ago, you would have never 

24 heard of a female being named Morgan.  So there are names 

25 out there.
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 1 So I am not -- I want you to know that I'm not 

 2 totally denying your petition.  I'm not just going to slap 

 3 a denial on it, unless you tell me that you want to go 

 4 forward with this name, and then I'll deny it and you can 

 5 appeal me to the court of appeals and we'll see.

 6 But I think that the Court -- if this Court does not 

 7 have the discretion to rule on name changes that is before 

 8 it, then the legislature needs to change -- it's not for 

 9 me to say, it is for the legislature to say.  And the 

10 legislature is not going to touch this with a 10-foot 

11 pole.  

12 But it is something that needs to be changed by the 

13 legislature, not by the courts.  I'm not here to make the 

14 law.  I think I have the discretion.  If I didn't, then 

15 they would give this job to the clerk, instead of to a 

16 superior court judge, and all you would have to do is go 

17 in and fill out some papers with the clerk or the probate 

18 court or whatever and change your name.  That's not our 

19 system.

20 MR. HUNTER:  So it's possible to amend with another 

21 middle name?

22 I need to talk to my client about that.

23 THE COURT:  But, you know -- I'm sorry.  I'm not 

24 sorry, but I'm sorry that I can't resolve this case today 

25 in a manner that would be acceptable to y'all and 
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 1 acceptable to me.  But when you go to a name of Rowan 

 2 Elijah, I mean, nobody is going to ever say that that is 

 3 not a male name, regardless of the fact that Rowan is used 

 4 both ways.

 5 I understand Elijah can be used as a middle name.  It 

 6 could have been her mother's name or something like that.  

 7 But that's not what we've got here today and so I don't 

 8 have to rule on it.

 9 MR. HUNTER:  I'll talk to my client.  

10 In those terms, I believe that most --

11 THE COURT:  Don't speculate on the record.  Talk to 

12 your client.

13 MR. HUNTER:  Thank you, Your Honor.

14 (WHEREUPON, Counsel and Petitioner conferred.)

15 THE COURT:  I'm not going to accept that.  I mean, 

16 I'm just -- I don't know anybody named Elijah who's 

17 female.  I'm not going to do that.  I've never heard of 

18 that.  And I know who Elijah was, one of the greatest men 

19 that ever lived.

20 All right.

21 MR. HUNTER:  Thank you, Your Honor.

22 (WHEREUPON, the proceedings were concluded at 10:31 a.m.)

23 //

24 //

25 //
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